YYS Listening Boot Camp

Background information for this curriculum

The objective of English education in Japanese high schools 
Cultivate Japanese who can use English (by MEXT : the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology )

→　To　cultivate Japanese students' communication skills, the improvement of listening and speaking are important to achieve this objective 
→Based on this revision of English education, listening section has been introduced into Center Test since 2006.. 
The aim of this listening test 

1. To evaluate students' communication skills including listening and speaking 

2. To bring an impact on English education in high schools

This listening test 

1. covers various types of listening from monologue to dialogue 

2. converse various types of listening from daily conversation to announcement 

3. converse various levels of listening from short dialogue to long research result

Two main roles of this Center Test

1. the measurement for general listening comprehension 

2. the medium to improve their listening comprehension

 (If they can understand the questions in the listening test, they may be able to improve their general listening comprehension. )

Rational
            Since 2006, Listening section has been introduced into Center Test, which is the test Japanese high school students take in order to enter universities. This introduction of listening section is the reflection of the revision of the Course of Study for Foreign Language by MEXT ( Ministry of Education, Sports, Science and Technology), the objective of which is to develop students’ basic practical communication abilities such as listening and speaking. According to MEXT, the aims of this listening test are to evaluate students’ communication skills including listening and speaking and to bring an impact on English education in high schools. 
           Listening section of Center Test consists of four sections and covers various types of listening from monologue to dialogue, from daily conversation to announcement and from short dialogue to long monologue about a result of research. In this respect, if students can understand questions in Listening section, it can be considered that they have improved general listening comprehension. In addition, this various types of listening in the test can be of significant help in using English in real situations. Thus, this listening section of Center Test has dual roles; the measurement for general listening comprehension and the medium to improve their listening comprehension.  
           This listening test has been just adopted recently, and it seems that there is no clear instruction about how to teach listening, which pose difficulty on teachers. Thus, it assumed that curriculums on listening for Center Test are needed for high school teachers in Japan. Also, students who will take Center Test think that they do not know how to improve their listening comprehension without clear instructions. However, those who take the test need to improve their listening comprehension. This curriculum was designed to respond to those teachers’ and students’ need. This is one of the objectives of this curriculum. 

            As well as the first objective to help students improve their general listening comprehension, there is also another important objective in this curriculum, that it, to help students improve their communication skills through the improvement of their listening and speaking abilities. As this is also the primary objective set by MEXT and another reason for the introduction of listening section into Center Test, to help students acquire communicative skills is very important for students who will live in this international world. Thus, this curriculum includes a variety of lessons, the aim of which is to cultivate their communicative skills including not only listening but also speaking. 

           Because of diverse features of lessons in this curriculum, students’ roles and teachers’ role are also various depending on contents. Our curriculum has three pillars: knowledge, skills and strategies and activities. Depending on each pillar, students’ roles and teachers’ role can be different, for instance, in the knowledge part where instructions such as the instruction of vocabulary or the instruction of the difference between content words and function words are needed, teachers’ role as an instructor is essential. In the skills and strategies’ part, in the first process, teachers’ roles as an instructor is necessary in teaching such as note taking, and then in the later process, students will be centered, trying to use various skills and strategies they learned. In the activity part, which we put the most emphasis on, students are expected to improve their listening and speaking through interaction with other students, thus in this part, students will be centered, being engaged in activities and teachers’ main role is to encourage them to be involved in activities and to observe them. 

            Mentioned above, the main pillar of this curriculum is activities, which is different from other conventional curriculums for the improvement of listening comprehension, and this curriculum incorporates various types of activities, in which students interact with other students. This is because in order to cultivate communicative skills in listening and speaking, interaction with others is essential. Also various activities can enhance learners’ autonomy, which is very important for successful learning. Finally, the inclusion of many activities will possibly reduce their anxiety in listening and speaking and we believe this affective factor should be taken into consideration and should not be ignored. 

