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6th Grade Humanities 2006-2007


The 6th grade Humanities Course combines English Language Arts and History.  The curriculum often connects literature with the content area we are studying.  The students will work extensively in groups and develop the skills involved in successful collaboration.

What does it means to be ‘human’?  How might the study of Humanities allow us to understand our own humanness – our potential as individuals and members of society?  We begin by considering ourselves. How might our own personal history provide a key to what it means to grow as a human?  Change, both individual and societal, becomes a lens through which we will examine what it means to be human.

After considering our own personal histories, we’ll broaden the scope of our study by examining change over time through a global perspective.  We will begin with a study of Prehistory and move into our study of Ancient Civilizations.  We will look at geography as a determining factor influencing the course of a civilization. In addition, we will examine other key aspects that define civilizations and determine how and why they change.

Our first study of the Ancient World is an examination of the transition from nomadic groups to organized agricultural societies, as exemplified by Mesopotamia. We will focus on the question,   “Why and how do civilizations develop?” or "What happens when people stay still?" Through this fascinating early civilization, we will investigate the beginnings of writing, as well as the examination of archaeological artifacts that illustrate the various aspects of the civilization.  

This work will continue and be built upon by looking at the Ancient Egyptian civilization.   Conceiving of Ancient Egypt as a mesmerizing puzzle, we will examine the “pieces” of the civilization and explore how they combined to strengthen this magnificent society and kept it virtually unchanged for over 3000 years.  Why does Ancient Egypt continue to fascinate us?

We will then turn our attention to Ancient China, paying special attention to its fables and philosophies.  We will investigate how and why philosophies develop and how they support civilization.  Proverbs and fables will be analyzed as a reflection of the values that have made China our most enduring civilization.

Our study of Ancient Civilizations will culminate with an extensive study of Ancient Greece.  At this point, the students will have a strong foundation and understanding of the Ancient World to compare and analyze more fully the different facets of a civilization.  Within this society, we will revisit social systems, philosophy, political systems, and archaeology. The rise of the individual in Ancient Greece, exemplified by mythology and drama, will be thoroughly explored.  We will come full circle as we consider whether our understanding of what it means to be human developed from the Ancient Greek Civilization.

During these various units, we will be exploring ways in which information can be organized.  As we examine historical cultures, we will analyze and create maps and timelines.  In our written work, we develop a variety of graphic organizers including outlines and webs. 

 While a great deal of writing will be content-related, students will also be exploring writing through recorded thoughts, memories, observations, poems, and stories.  Coming-of-age will be a recurrent theme in our reading.  Our shared texts include: The Giver by Lois Lowry; The Red Pony by John Steinbeck; Behind the Mountains by Edwidge Danticat; and a variety of myths, short stories, poetry, as well as a play.  Students will be reading and responding to a series of coming-of–age books of their own choosing through discussions, writing, and creative projects.  Class time will also be devoted to revising and refining writing. Grammatical concerns will be addressed at this time.
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