Assessment 

            In our curriculum, three ways of assessments can be implemented. One can play a role as an objective assessment, that is the implementation of a pre-test and a post-test using the past Center tests in 2006 and 2007 respectively. To use the tests with the same format, it is expected that the improvement of listening can be assessed objectively. The goals in this curriculum are to help students improve listening comprehension by teaching knowledge, and skills and strategies and by various types of listening and speaking ability and to improve their listening score on the listening section of the Center Test. Thus, this use of Center Test as a pre-test and as a post test can be a good measure for the assessment. 

        Other assessments, which are inter-subjective types of assessment, will be implemented through questionnaire and observation. One of the intentions of the introduction of inter- subjective assessment is to try to assess what can not be assessed only through objective assessments using tests. For instance, some students may have enough listening comprehension, but others may not. However, if students who do not have enough listening comprehension try to make efforts to improve their listening by participating in classes positively should be assessed in some ways. Another purpose of this observation assessment is to assess whether they have been able to improve their communicative skills along with the improvement of listening. In order to assess this feature, observation of students who are engaged in activities is one of the suitable ways. From these perspectives, observation can be one of the assessments in our curriculum. Another valuable point in observation is to be able to observe students’ learning process, while assessments by tests can be a measurement for the result of learning. Another intention of this inter-subjective assessment is to help students to be autonomous learners with the use of questionnaire. Through the implementation of the pre- questionnaire and the post-questionnaire, they can think their weak points in listening on their own, they are encouraged to think what they can do to improve their listening, they have a chance to assess themselves (self- assessment) whether they have improved their listening and they will have to think what they want to do after this course to continue to improve listening. 

This is the example of an observation sheet. 

	Students’ Names 
	Positive involvements 

in activities 
	Cooperation with others 
	Trying to listen to  others’ talk
	Contribution to the group work 

	Yukie
	3
	2
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Yes                          Neutral                       No

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


The followings are a pre- questionnaire and a post- questionnaire, which Yuko made.
Questionnaire (Pre-Lesson)

	This is a questionnaire about the listening test. Fill in the background. The 1st part is close ended questions and the 2nd is open ended questions. Draw a circle in the corresponding number to the rating for each question. 


Background

	Grade:   S1   /      S2     /     S3

	Sex:    Female        /       Male


	If you learned English at your young age, please write it down.

	
Where:   (                                 ) (e.g. elementary school)

	
How long: (             ) years


	If you lived in foreign countries, please write it down.

	
Where:  (                                  )(e.g. Australia)

	
How long: (             ) years


	Have you ever taken a test such as Center test, Eiken, TOEIC, TOEFL or other?

	Yes                 /                 No


	If you answer yes in the previous question, fill in the score or grade.

	・Center test (           )
	・TOEIC (          )Bridge(        )

	・Eiken (            ) Grade
	・TOEFL（PBT/CBT/IBT         ）

	・Other (                     )
	・Other (               )



	Part 1
	Yes        Neutral       No

	1
	I am good at listening to English in general.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2
	I am good at listening to short conversation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3
	I am good at listening to long conversation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4
	I am good at listening to a lecture.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5
	I am good at listening to news.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
	I am afraid of listening to English.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7
	I want to learn how to listen to English.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8
	I want to be able to listen to English.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	Part 2

	1. Please comment on the listening test of Center Test. 

  What is the strongest section to you? Please make in order.

  Section1 (       ), Section 2 (       ), Section 3 (       ), Section 4 (       )

  Do you have anything special strategy for the listening test? Tell me.



	2. Which section was the most difficult for you? Why do you think that section was the most difficult?



	3. What do you think you can do to improve listening?



	2. Please comment on English lessons at school.

  

	3. If you have any comment, please write. 




Thank you!

Questionnaire (Post-lesson)
	This is a questionnaire about the course you have taken. Draw a circle in the corresponding number to the rating for each question. Part 1 is closed ended questions and Part 2 is open ended questions.


Part 1

	Part 1
	

	Section 1 (Center Test) & Part 1 (TOEIC)
	Yes        Neutral       No

	1
	I understand how to look at the image or the pictures.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2
	I acquired a number of vocabulary and expressions.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3
	I acquired the skills of multimodal literacy.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4
	I acquired the test-taking skills through activities.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Section 2 (Center Test) 
	Yes        Neutral       No

	1
	I am able to listen to and to understand a short dialogue.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2
	I am able to speak similar short dialogues with classmates.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3
	I acquired the skills of dictation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4
	I acquired the test-taking skills through activities.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Section 4 (Center Test) 
	Yes        Neutral       No

	1
	I understand narratives more clearly.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2
	I understand stress on words, sentence rhythm.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3
	I acquired the skill of skimming ability.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4
	I acquired the test-taking skills through activities.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	General questions Section 4 (Center Test) 
	Yes        Neutral       No

	1
	I felt less afraid of listening to English than in the pre-test.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. 
	I tried to do something at home to improve listening
	
	
	
	
	

	Part 2

	1. If you answer “yes” in the last question of part 1, what did you do to improve listening skills?

 

	2. Please comment on the listening test of Center Test. 

  Compare the results with the one you took the lesson before and after.

  How do you improve your listening skills?

  Section 1

  Section2

  Section4

  Self-assessment



	2. Please comment on Intensive lesson (YYS Listening Boot Camp).

  

	3. If you have any comment, please write. 




Thank you!

