Calhoun School

English

Fifth and Sixth Grade
The fifth and sixth grade English program is a two-year, cross-disciplinary program designed to help students make meaning of literary work. There are five main objectives of the program:

· to promote an appreciation of literary forms, and an appreciation of literature as a reflection of the lives and values of the different historical periods studied in social studies; 

· to develop writing as a powerful means of expression in a variety of modes, including reflective, poetic, fictional, and expository; 

· to develop strong speaking and listening skills; 

· to strengthen understanding and thoughtful reflection in reading; and 

· to develop and refine students’ use of conventional writing mechanics and vocabulary.

Literary pursuits provide the context through which these objectives are met.The writing process involves finding topic and personal voice, developing the ideas, as well as drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.Word processors are used extensively to support the writing process.

Literature is selected to reflect the lives and values of different cultural groups. Over the two-year period, fairy tales and folk tales, myths and bible tales, legends, short stories, plays, novels and poems are studied. During the study of The Medieval World, the reading includes a version of Beowulf, The Midwife’s Apprentice, King Arthur, Arabian Nights, and Haroun and the Sea of Stories. For the study of Ancient Cultures, students read poetry, The Adventures of Ulysses, D’Aulaires Greek Myths, Tuck Everlasting and The Giver.

Concurrent with thematic studies, work in spelling, grammar, cursive writing and vocabulary development is assigned. Emphasis in grammar is on basic parts of speech, sentence structure, capitalization, and punctuation.Word studies focus on etymology, spelling, and definition of words learned through context, dictionary and vocabulary books.

Seventh Grade
Finding Ourselves in the World: Seventh grade English is interdisciplinary with the seventh grade social studies course of the same name.  It is a transitional course, including some young adult literature, such as A Girl Named Disaster, as well as introducing more adult literature, like George Orwell’s Animal Farm.  All of the major literary genres are read—novel, poetry, short story and plays— and the forms analyzed.  Students read African, Latin American, Caribbean and Chicano literature as well as some English classics.  Writing includes informal responses to literature, literary essays, as well as a wide range of creative responses: modern play versions of Romeo and Juliet, poetry modeled on work of Neruda and other Latin American poets, memoir modeled on The House on Mango Street, etc.  In our final unit, students read mystery stories, analyze the form in writing, and then write their own mystery stories.  Formal study of spelling, parts of speech and vocabulary—both from literature and from classical roots—is also included.  Texts include Let’s Communicate and Vocabulary from Classical Roots.

Eighth Grade
Find That Theme!/Coming of Age: Many of the works in this course are thematically related to the social studies curriculum topics. Students are asked to analyze the material in terms of growth, process, and evolution of character, and to explore the literature for thematic content and literary style. Therefore, they need to work to become sophisticated readers who look up vocabulary words, take notes, and question what is not easily understood. Organization of time and materials is essential. Essays are assigned on a regular basis, and all students are expected to participate actively in class discussions of the reading. Grammar and vocabulary continue to be assigned weekly. A thesis research paper, due in May, requires students to explore either an aspect of an author whom the students have read or the work of any post-World War I American writer. Students may choose some historical or social issue they have studied in another discipline as well, using that topic for a thesis paper. Literary selections include Inherit the Wind, readings from the Jazz Age authors, All My Sons, The Crucible, The Glass Menagerie, A Raisin in the Sun, The Portable Dorothy Parker, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Catcher in the Rye, and a selection of short stories, poems and articles drawn from the Harlem Renaissance.  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings and Black Boy will also be read in conjunction with social studies topics.

5th & 6th Grade 
Summer Reading 2007

In order to prepare for the themes in fifth grade humanities next year, we are asking that students complete two assignments.  Read one of the biographies listed in Section I, and one of the novels described in Section II below.  Then do a writing activity for each.  You may read these books in a variety of ways – reading them on your own, following along while listening to the audiobook version, or having someone read part or all of the book to you. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Andy Doan or Pam Leeming on the 3rd floor.

I. BIOGRAPHY ASSIGNMENT 

Read either Buddha (Demi) or Muhammad (Demi). Choose an illustration from the book you read and answer these questions.

· What do you notice about the picture?

· What part of the story does the illustration portray?

· What can you say about how this part of the story connects with the overall story?


II. NOVEL ASSIGNMENT
Choose one of the novels on the list just below. Then make a list of at least 10 things you noticed about the culture of the people in the book. Feel free to discuss with your parents what culture means. A standard definition of "culture" is the beliefs, behavior, art, and accomplishments of a group of people.

· Bass, L.G. Sign of the Qin* (series)

· Gratz, Alan. Samurai Shortstop* 

· Haugaard, Erik. The Samurai's Tale
· Myers, Walter Dean. The Legend of Tarik
· Paterson, Katherine. The Master Puppeteer
· Paterson, Katherine.  Of Nightingales That Weep
· Paterson, Katherine.  The Sign of the Chrysanthemum 

· Stone, Jeff. The Five Ancestors (series) - Snake*, Monkey*, Tiger* or Crane*
· Yep, Laurence. Dragonwings*

* these books are available as audiobooks
III. OTHER BOOKS YOU MAY ENJOY
NEW TITLES
Carey, Janet Lee. Dragon's Keep. Rosalind was born with one dragon talon in place of a finger. She hides it behind a gold glove for years but, one day, when it is revealed, her destiny is set in motion. Will she be able to fulfill a 600-year-old prophecy that she will restore her family's name and end a war? An unexpected, fantastical (and fantastic) story. 

Han, Jenny. Shug. Shug is a 12-year old girl from a small town in the South. She's too tall, too skinny, and too freckled - and she's about to start junior high. In the midst of parents breaking up and making up, losing and rediscovering friends, love and loss, will she manage to survive? Let's hope so. Written by Calhoun's own Jenny Han! 

Horowitz, Anthony. Ark Angel. This is the latest installment in the action-packed series starring Alex Rider. Alex has decided that life as a secret agent is too dangerous. He tries to return to a normal old teenage life but then gets pulled back into MI6, the British Secret Service. While you'll be able to catch on even if you haven't read the previous books in this series, you may want to start with Stormbreaker.

Hunter, Erin. The Sight. This first book in the latest Warriors series, The Power of Three, is bound to satisfy long-time Warriors fans and convert Warriors novices. Meet Hollypaw, Jaypaw and Lionpaw as they begin their journey to becoming apprentices in their wild cat clan. 

Jocelyn, Marthe. How It Happened in Peach Hill. It's the 1920s in upstate New York. Annie's mom is a scam artist and drags Annie into her act. Annie decides she's had enough and takes matters into her own hands. A funny page-turner.

Pierce, Tamora. Terrier. This is the diary of orphan Bekka Cooper, a trainee in the Provost's Guard. Having overcome adversity, she uses her gift of magic to seek justice in the world. If you're a Tamora Pierce fan, you'll love this book. 

Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. We probably don't need to tell you that the final book in the Harry Potter series comes out July 21. At 12:01 a.m. to be exact.

Spinelli, Jerry. Eggs. David has just lost his mom in a freak accident and his dad is always away on business trips. Primrose lives with her oddball fortune-teller mom and has never known her dad. David and Primrose forge a roller-coaster friendship and help each other deal with the quirks in their families.

Woodson, Jacqueline. Feathers. During a winter full of surprises, good and bad, Frannie starts seeing a lot of things in a new light - her brother Sean's deafness, her mother's fear, the class bully's anger, her best friend's faith and her own hopes and desires. If you've never read a Jacqueline Woodson book, now's the time to start!


REALISTIC FICTION
Choldenko, Gennifer. Al Capone Does My Shirts. The place is Alcatraz, the high-security island prison. The time is 1935, when Al Capone, Machine Gun Kelly and other infamous criminals are doing time there. Moose and his family have just moved to Alcatraz for his dad's new job at the prison. Needless to say, trouble is never very far away ...

Creech, Sharon. Love That Dog. "I don't want to / because boys don't write poetry. / Girls do. / I tried. / Can't do it. / Brain's empty." Written in verse, this is the story of Jack who finds his voice with the help of paper, pencil, teacher, and dog. 

Hesse, Karen. Out of the Dust. In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression. A Newberry Medal winner.

Howe, James. Totally Joe. Joe's homework is to write his autobiography with a chapter for each letter of the alphabet. He goes into it begrudgingly (it is homework, after all) but by the letter C - which stands for Colin, his secret boyfriend - Joe realizes he's learning a lot about himself and the world around him. Plucky and funny, Joe is totally worth getting to know. (If you read The Misfits, you'll recognize Joe as one of the characters in that book.)

Lupica, Mike. Heat. Calling all baseball fans! Michael Arroyo considers baseball his best friend. He has a lightening-fast pitching arm and dreams of pitching in the Little League World Series but circumstances in his family may prevent him from doing so. Come cheer him on.

Paterson, Katherine. Bridge to Terabithia. You saw the movie, right? Now read the book. Unlikely friends Jess and Leslie create a secret kingdom in the woods, called Terabithia. They reign as king and queen of this kingdom until tragedy strikes. A sad story with moments of humor, wonder, and even hope.

Sachar, Louis. Small Steps. Two years after being released from Camp Green Lake, Armpit is home in Austin, Texas, trying to turn his life around. But it's hard when you have a record, and everyone expects the worst from you. The only person who believes in him is Ginny, his 10-year-old disabled neighbor. Together they seem to be on the right path ... until suddenly Armpit's life spins out of control.

Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl. Leo Borlock follows the unspoken cardinal rule at Mica Area High School: don't stand out! Then Stargirl arrives at Mica High and everything changes - for Leo and for the entire school. Also recommended: Spinelli's books Crash, Loser and Milkweed.

Weeks, Sarah. So B. It. Heidi's life is made up of more questions than answers. Her mom is mentally disabled, only knows 23 words, and can't tell Heidi about her past. One day Heidi finds a clue and sets off on a journey that could unravel the mystery of her and her mom's identity. 


FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION
Bode, N.E. The Anybodies. Once there was a wonderfully imaginative girl, Fern, who was switched at birth and raised by a tragically dull couple, the Drudgers. When the mix-up is discovered, Fern sets off on a wild adventure involving thousands of books, giant peaches, lickable wallpaper, and a magical organization called the Anybodies. If you enjoy this, also check out The Somebodies. 

Collins, Suzanne. Gregor the Overlander. Gregor is expecting a long, boring summer vacation looking after his little sister. But then he falls through the gate in his apartment building's laundry room and discovers the Underland. Gregor embarks on a thrilling adventure that may very well help him solve the mystery of his dad's recent disappearance. You'll never look at bats, rats, and cockroaches the same way again!

DiTerlizzi, Tony and Holly Black. The Spiderwick Chronicles. In this series, three siblings move into their aunt's old Victorian house and discover a field guide to fairies and other creatures. Of course, they don't heed the warning on the cover: Go Away, close the book, put it down, do not look. Will you? 

Hardinge, Frances. Fly By Night. 12-year old Mosca is an orphaned book lover in a land where reading is suspect and frowned upon. There is plenty of intrigue and magic in this tale - those who liked the His Dark Materials trilogy are sure to enjoy this epic novel.

Lowry, Lois. Gossamer. Do you know where dreams come from? Littlest One is an apprentice dream giver whose playful spirit drives her mentor, Fastidious, crazy. But with the help of Thin Elderly she is learning how to create dreams and bestow them on sleeping people ... and even on dogs!

Miller, Kirsten. Kiki Strike. Ananka Fishbein is a seventh grader at a New York City private school. Her life is pretty ordinary ... until she ventures into an enormous sinkhole near her apartment and discovers a secret city beneath Manhattan. Here Ananka meets Kiki Strike and the Irregulars and embarks on an adventure full of disguise, forgery and invention. 

Potter, Ellen. Olivia Kidney and the Exit Academy. Olivia Kidney lives in a New York City alternate universe. Her living room is under water. Snapping turtles live in her house. And then there's the matter of those pesky ghosts. Olivia Kidney is funny, bizarre and utterly original. 

Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass. The first in a trilogy, this book is the beginning of a dark journey into many worlds. Young Lyra embarks on an adventure beyond her wildest dreams-or nightmares. She will meet warrior polar bears, angels, and possibly even the mother she's never known. Can she save the world?


SHORT STORIES 
Avi. What Do Fish Have To Do With Anything?: and other stories. Seven stories, seven protagonists, seven turning points. Always with a surprise built in, an angle unseen, these are stories that step just beyond the edge of the everyday.

Mazer, Ann. America Street. Written by such stars as Robert Cormier, Langston Hughes, and Grace Paley, these stories are about growing up in multi-ethnic America. They range from powerful to poignant to downright hilarious and cover experiences such as being a teenage migrant worker, an African-American child in a white school, and a Jewish child cast in a Christmas pageant.

Scieszka, Jon. Guys Write For Guys Read. A collection of very short stories, mini-memoirs, poems, comics and drawings by some favorite authors and illustrators (Jerry Spinelli, Eoin Colfer and Stephen King among them), all about being a guy.


BIOGRAPHIES AND OTHER NON-FICTION
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler's Shadow. A close look at the youth organizations Hitler recruited and ran for his own political and military means. The book follows twelve kids who went from devotion to doubt to disillusion. 

Fleming, Candace. Our Eleanor: A Scrapbook Look at Eleanor Roosevelt's Remarkable Life. Eleanor Roosevelt is worth getting to know. Through first person accounts, diary entries, newspaper clippings, photos, and more you'll learn more about this inspiring, influential first lady.

Partridge, Elizabeth. This Land Was Made for You and Me: The Life and Songs of Woody Guthrie. Woody Guthrie was a rebel with a guitar. Shaped by the Depression, the Dust-Bowl migration, farm workers' camps in California, World War II, and even the Cold War, his music was both political and personal ... and it's still relevant today. 

