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Expository Essay: Draft 1

In the introduction (beginning) paragraph, draw your readers into the essay with general comments about your subject.  Your introductory paragraph should grasp your reader’s attention so that they want to read on!  At the end of your introduction paragraph, you should state your thesis statement (the focus of your paper).  

	Introduction:

	Thesis Statement:




In the body of your essay, you should include information that supports your thesis statement.  In each paragraph, you should develop one point that supports your thesis statement.
 There are three levels of detail that can be included in a well-written body paragraph: 

1. Introduce the point in a topic sentence.

2. Use clarifying sentences to support the main point and make the topic clearer.  

3. Use completing sentences to add specific details to complete the point.

For your expository essay, you must include at least 3 body paragraphs (you may include more if you’d like!). 

	Body Paragraph 1:

	Topic Sentence:

Supporting details:




	Body Paragraph 2:

	Topic Sentence:

Supporting details:




	Body Paragraph 3:

	Topic Sentence:

Supporting details:




In the conclusion (the closing or ending paragraph), you should try to say something that will keep readers thinking about your topic!
 You may also want to:

· restate your subject (in other words, don’t simply repeat it!),

· summarize the main supporting points, 

· or answer any unanswered questions from the body. 

The best conclusions push the topic a little bit further…  this is very tricky because you don’t want to introduce a whole new subject or point, but you want to keep your readers thinking about your topic!  Give it a try!
	Conclusion:

	


Respond to the following in a well-organized expository essay.

1. Why does the author of “Magic Carpet” try to hide her cultural identity?   To support your thesis, give at least three examples of pieces of her identity that she tries to hide and why you think this is so. 

Planning: Use the outline below to plan your essay. Then, make a first draft of your essay using the templates (attached).
Thesis:

Topic Sentence 1:

Topic Sentence 2:

Topic Sentence 3:

