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· Where am I in my professional development?

I recall, many years ago, being observed while I taught at a cram school in Japan. The observers were ruthless in their assessment of my classes and this merely added to the anxiety I felt about teaching. Overtime, I grew less nervous and more confident. I believe that currently I am able to display a calm temperament in the classroom even if I go off topic. In addition, I have a repertoire of teaching theories that will aid me in developing future coursework. So, as of now, I feel snug and comfortable in terms of my development as a language teacher. As I intend to make a career out of language teaching, I believe that my development as a professional and as a language teacher is interrelated. 

· How have I changed in relation to the performance indicators?

When I first started teaching, I often spoke to fast. This made it difficult for the students to understand what I was saying. I believe that the best indicator of a good language teacher is if he or she can convey the content of their lesson in a way that is comprehendible to his or her students. This revelation has come as a result of many failed as well as successful lessons. I currently judge my lessons on whether or not I can clearly convey ideas and concepts. 
· What are my strengths as a language teacher?

I tend to be patient and understanding of learners’ errors as I once was an L2 learner living in a foreign country. I tend to be less critical of learners having experienced similar occurrences.

· What are my limitations at present?

I am currently taking SLA and I don’t have a complete understanding of the SLA theory. After this semester; however, I will have completed the course and hopefully I will arrive at a better understanding of the mechanisms that account for language development in second language learners. 

· Are there any contradictions in my teaching?

I try to stay as consistent as possible

· How am I helping my students?

I am assisting my students by providing a safe environment for them to experiment with the English language without fear of ostracism or prejudice. I design materials which I match to their responses in a needs analysis I conducted. 

· What satisfaction does language teaching give me?

I get really excited during teaching as well as afterward. It is a great feeling—it’s kind of like confirmation that I have actually achieved something. I enjoy answering the students’ questions and exploring various aspects of other cultures as well as my own. 

