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Responsibility is a concept that has three important parts.  Without one of these parts, responsibility falls apart just like a three legged stool.
Integrity:  Doing what you say you are going to do, means that people can count on you. When you do something people can trust you to do the right thing and if you make a mistake you also do what is necessary to make things right again.  People who own up to their promises and their mistakes show integrity

To Others:  When you make a decision to do something or not to do something your actions affect others.  Being responsible to others means that you think about the impact that you have on others when you make decisions and act. 

To Myself:  Just like when you make a decision to do something or you do something you affect others, you also affect yourself.  Unfortunately this is perhaps the most overlooked of our responsibilities, but it is perhaps the most important.  
Responsibility Scenario

Consider the following simple situation:
You are walking to school and you see a peeve of trash on the sidewalk.  You have two choices.  Either you can leave it sit there or you can pick it up.  Integrity says that the right thing is to pick it up and put it in the trash.  You also realize that if you leave it then someone else would have to pick it up.  You also know that you would feel better about yourself if you picked it up.  Others will see you picking up the piece of trash and some might notice you for acting responsibly.  

This is a real simple situation but it happens a lot.  How many times have you come to school and seen trash lying around?  What do you think our school would look like if nobody picked up the trash?  What do you think it would look like if everyone picked up the trash?  Would this improve how visitors to our school view our school?  Do you think our community would be more likely to support our school?  Do you think we would have a better reputation?
















